
Detroit is the oldest major city in the Midwest but its economic and industrial history is really a tale of two cities. Founded
in 1701 as a French fur trading post and fortress along a strait (“De Troit”), it was primarily a commercial center until the
1870s, when manufacturing became firmly established.  Detroit had a remarkably diversified industrial base in the late 19th
century, with nationally significant companies manufacturing railroad freight cars, parlor and kitchen stoves, tobacco prod-
ucts (cigars and chewing tobacco), pharmaceuticals, iron and copper, chemicals, boots and shoes, ships, and a wide range of
wood products.

In the early 20th century, Detroit became the center of the American automobile industry and the home of important brands
such as Oldsmobile, Ford, Cadillac, Packard, Hudson, Lincoln, Dodge, Maxwell, Chrysler, and many others. By the late 1920s
Detroit’s economy was dominated by automobile manufacturers and their suppliers. The auto industry’s growth brought an
enormous influx of immigrants to staff the factories. Detroit’s population, only 285,000 in 1900, skyrocketed to 1.6 million in
1930, when it was the fourth-largest city in the United States.

After serving as “The Arsenal of Democracy” during World War II,
the automobile industry began moving out of the city starting in the
1950s and this trend has continued unabated to the present.  After
reaching a peak population of nearly 2 million in the early 1950s,
Detroit’s population is now under 900,000.

TOUR SCHEDULE
Although we expect tours to proceed as outlined, individual sites and other details may
change due to site availability and other factors. Please consult your confirmation letters 
and the website for updates. Final details will be provided at the registration desk upon check-in.

■ THURSDAY, September 29
EARLY BIRD TOUR – 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m – From Farming to Factories to Flying: Henry Ford Village Industry Plants
Henry Ford, alarmed at the increasing exodus of farmers to the auto factories, began a project in the late 1910s to stem
rural population decline by converting old mills into small auto plants. This tour will start at the Fair-Lane Estate on a
section of the Rouge River which Ford dammed to produce his own electric power. After touring the historic home and
grounds that feature work of the renowned landscape architect, Jens Jensen, we will travel along the upper Rouge River
to Historic Northville Village Industry Plant. Here we will tour the restored water wheel and eat lunch at Mill Race
Village a re-created 19th-century town. The tour will then proceed along the river past Waterford, Meads Mill, Phoenix,
Wilcox, and Newburgh Village Industry Plants. At these historic sites you will see the evolution of the mills from farms
to factories to producers of bomber parts during WWII. Our final stop at the Nankin Mills Interpretive Center will
highlight the first of the Village Industry Plants developed by Ford and see one of the first industrial batteries and gener-
ators developed for Ford by Thomas Edison. Visit www.nankinmills.org/History.htm for more about the mills.

RECEPTION – 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m
The reception will be hosted at the historic Ford Motor Company Piquette Avenue plant in Detroit. The Piquette plant, now
known as the T-Plex, is the 1904 factory where Henry Ford developed and implemented production of the Model T, which
proved so successful the company built and moved to the Highland Park plant six years later. Charlie Hyde will address
the industrial history of Detroit and the meal will include Detroit’s version of the chili dog. Info: www.tplex.org/

■ FRIDAY, September 30.

ALL-DAY PROCESS TOUR – 7:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
We will begin Friday with an early private visit to the new Rouge Factory Tour www.hfmgv.org/rouge/default.asp oper-
ated by The Henry Ford.  Following a short film and multi-media presentation we will venture above the assembly area
as the crews build F-150 pick up trucks.  Bob Kreipke, the Ford Company Historian, will join us. Following the Rouge
Tour, we will visit several parts suppliers including New Center Stamping, manufacturing replacement parts for vehicles
over 40 years old and ThyssenKrupp Budd www.buddcompany.com/ using modern processes for sheet metal stampings
and automotive assemblies. Includes breakfast and lunch.

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

■ Saturday, October 1
CRUISE & TOUR  – 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
We will start the day with a short walk from the hotel to Hart Plaza at the Detroit River and board an excursion boat
with our guide Bill Worden, Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board. In stark contrast to the mills and light indus-
try of the upper Rouge seen on Thursday, we will then venture up the heavily industrialized lower Rouge past Zug
Island, home to U.S. Steel’s Great Lakes mill, under several tilt and draw bridges to the turning basin of the Ford Rouge

Plant. This tour will provide a contrast to
Friday's factory tour as well, giving us an ore
freighter's view of Rouge Steel and the plant itself.

After lunch in Hart Plaza, we will board the
buses for visits and drive-bys to such sites as
Ford’s Highland Park Plant, the Packard Plant,
the Diego Rivera murals at Detroit Institute of Arts,
and the former GM headquarters. Includes lunch.

BANQUET – 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
The banquet will be held at the Dossin Great
Lakes Museum on Belle Isle, Detroit's island park
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. The Dossin
features exhibits on maritime history and Great
Lakes shipping.  www.detroithistorical.org/aboutus/dossin.asp. A special dinner speaker is planned.

■ Sunday, October 2
STAYOVER TOUR – 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Led by Charlie Hyde, this bus tour of the historic Milwaukee Junction industrial district, which surrounds the Ford Motor
Company Piquette plant, will offer many photo opportunities. This area was the "nursery" of the early Detroit auto indus-
try, where dozens of auto-related businesses were located in the early 1900s. We will also visit the nearby New Amsterdam
Historic District, an early concentration of automobile dealerships and repair facilities. We will also view the General
Motors Building (1922) and the Fisher Building (1925), both National Historic Landmarks.

ARCHITECTURAL WALKING TOUR OF DOWNTOWN DETROIT – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
From our hotel we will venture into the heart of downtown Detroit, now in the midst of Superbowl beautification. In addi-
tion to new plazas, fountains, stadiums and parks, we will visit significant architectural features from the building boom of
the 1920s and 1930s. Included on the tour will be several Albert Kahn designed office buildings, important theaters, and sev-
eral skyline-defining skyscrapers.
Shuttle buses will leave for the airport at 1:30 and at 5:00 p.m.

THE CITY OF DETROIT

RECOMMENDED READING

Steve Babson, Working Detroit
Ford R. Bryan, Rouge: Pictured in Its Prime
W. Hawkins Ferry, The Legacy of Albert Kahn
Arthur M. Woodford, This Is Detroit, 1701-2001
Charles K. Hyde, Detroit : An Industrial History Guide 

The SIA visited Detroit for its 9th Annual Conference in 1980. We are returning 25 years later
to look at the changes to its industrial landscape and learn more about its industrial legacy.

HOTEL: The Marriott Courtyard Detroit Downtown, 333 E.
Jefferson Ave., is offering a group rate of $99 for all rooms if
reserved by September 7, 2005. Call 313-222-7700 or 1-800-
321-2211 and ask for the Society for Industrial Archeology
2005 Fall Tour rate. Do not delay your reservation while
awaiting confirmation letters from SIA.  There is no penalty if
you cancel. Parking is $20 in the hotel garage.

Detroit is an ever-evolving city that hosted the Major League
All-star game in July 2005 and will host the 2006 NFL Super-
bowl. Because of both, the downtown area is being cleaned
up and made more accessible. For visitor information see
www.visitdetroit.com/media/aboutdetroit/statistics/.

CANADA: Across the river from Detroit is Windsor, Ontario.
Several restaurants, a casino, and a really great view of the city
may lure you across the border. Just remember you will need
a passport, birth certificate or voter registration card to get
back into the U.S. and that, at times, border crossings can take
up to an hour or more.

WEATHER: Autumn in Detroit can be fabulous and there
could even be a few leaves changing color by the end of
September.  The average daily temperatures range from 47 to
68°F for September/October. 

TRAIN: Amtrak’s Detroit station is in the New Center Area,
approximately 3 miles north of the hotel. Taxi fares from the
train station should range from $8 to $10. For discounted group
fares from Amtrak, use convention fares code X90H-947

Accommodations and Travel

ThyssenKrupp Budd plant, originally Liberty Motors.  
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