
Although settled in the 1630s by Swedish colonists, Wilmington’s industrial develop-
ment did not begin until the 1730s when English Quaker merchants recognized its
geographic advantages.  The Brandywine River, tumbling out of the hills on the
northeast side of the city, provided waterpower, and the slowly meandering
Christina to the south offered a tidewater port, conveniently close to the wheat-
growing region of Lancaster and Chester counties, Pennsylvania.  By the 1770s,
the banks of the Brandywine were lined with flour mills annually grinding and
exporting tens of thousands of barrels of “Brandywine Superfine.” Waterpowered
mills (paper, lumber, textiles, gunpowder, spice, and snuff, in addition to flour) set
the stage for Wilmington’s industrialization in the 19th century, yet the city’s
merchants and mechanics were quick to invest their accumulated capital and turn
their skills to steampower and railroads.  Wilmington’s economic base shifted
from railroad-car manufacturing, tanning, shipbuilding, and carriage making during the 19th century, to being the
corporate headquarters of chemical giant DuPont in the 20th century, to banking and financial services in the
21st.  Today, the honor of being Wilmington’s largest employer has passed from DuPont to bankcard company MBNA. This eco-
nomically diversified metropolitan area retains active railroad repair shops (Amtrak and Delaware Car Co.), automobile assembly plants (GM
and Chrysler), refineries (Sun Oil and Premcore), chemical plants (DuPont, Ciba), pharmaceuticals (AstraZeneca), poultry processing
(Perdue), and even steel (ISG). Wilmington has avoided the declining fate of other medium-sized cities in the region, like nearby
Chester, Pennsylvania and Camden, New Jersey, with starkly contrasting, collapsed manufacturing sectors and impoverished tax bases.

TOUR SCHEDULE
Although we expect tours to proceed as outlined, individual sites and other details may change due to site availability and other factors. Please consult your
confirmation letters and the website for updates. Final details will be provided at the registration desk upon check-in.

■ WEDNESDAY, October 13
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Reception at the Historical Society of Delaware with foods by Piane Caterers featuring local ingredients, followed by a pre-
sentation giving an overview of Wilmington's industrial heritage at 8:00.

■ THURSDAY, October 14 Choose one of two all-day process tours. Both include lunch.

Anchor Steam
Bus A – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

After a visit to Amtrak’s Wilmington shops, once home to the great GG-1 fleet, and Conectiv's coal-fired power plant, trav-
el to DuPont's famed 1903 Experimental Station with lunch overlooking the facility, followed by a trip to Chester, PA, to
see the works of Baldt Anchor, maker of anchor chains, and Kimberly-Clark, maker of toilet tissue.

Heavy Metals
Bus B – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

From Lenape Forge, which originally specialized in pressure vessels and other power generation equipment and now makes
all kinds of large forgings, this tour heads to Newark with possible sites including DaimlerChrysler’s Durango assembly plant;
FMC’s biopolymer plant; and W.L. Gore, home of GoreTex. And we may end the day with the Wilmington Marine Terminal,
largest fruit importing facility on the East Coast, or the Delaware Car Co., a passenger car repair and overhaul contractor.

■ FRIDAY, October 15 Choose one of two all-day process tours. Both include lunch.

Vulcan's Delight 
Bus 1 – 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

This tour begins at NVF, the nation’s only vulcanized fiber maker which has been in the area since 1875 melding plastics
with paper. Lunch will be at the homesite of NVF's founders, the Marshall Museum, where the collection of 14 Stanley
Steamers will be viewed and a ride on the Stanley Mountain Wagon is promised.  The day ends in Coatesville, PA, with
ISG, nee Lukens Steel and once owned by Bethlehem Steel, a customized plate maker that is one of the country's oldest
continuously operating steel plants.

Hooked on Industry
Bus 2 – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Visit Amtrak's Wilmington Shops, principal heavy locomotive shop for the Northeast Corridor and for maintenance-of-way
equipment, and Conectiv's electrical peaking facility, with a possible visit to Congoleum's flooring plant in Claymont, PA.
Then travel along the Delaware River through the truly industrial community of Marcus Hook to visit Viscose Village, a

planned community founded by the American Viscose Co.  Returning to Wilmington, the
day will end with stops at the former Joseph Bancroft & Sons cotton finishing mill, once the
largest of its kind in the world, and Hoopes Reservoir and dam, a key part of Wilmington's
water supply, and dependent like early industry, on Brandywine Creek.

■ SATURDAY, October 16
Choice of a day at Hagley Museum with custom tours, or a tour of area bridges, both include lunch

Hagley
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Shuttles will begin leaving from the hotel at 9:30. The Hagley Museum, one of the nation's
preeminent industrial history museums, is located on the site of DuPont's original powder
mills and company village. Customized tours of the waterpower system at 10:00 (additional
charge), and tours of the powder yards with Rob Howard, former curator, at 12:00 and 2:00
are highlights. The rest of the time may be spent exploring the extensive grounds and
exhibits on your own. Coinciding with our visit, is a craft fair where artisans will be demon-
strating, displaying and selling their work. Complimentary admission with SIA tour badge is
available throughout the weekend.

Bridges & More
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Northern Delaware offers a cross section of 20th-century bridge types from stone arch, Melan
arch, tied arch, suspension, flat-slab, open-spandrel arch, cable-stay, swing span, to bascule.
Tour the lower Brandywine and Christina rivers, stop by the Delaware Memorial twin sus-
pension bridges for a photo-op, swing through historic New Castle to take in its beautiful
colonial and Federal architecture, then down along the active C&D Canal to the St.
Georges Bridge. It may be possible with so many bridges so closely spaced to break an SIA
record, but we’ll definitely stop to explore nearby mills, forts, railroads, and ports too.  This
will be a packed day with lots of walking. Wilmingtonian Patrick Harshbarger, editor of
SIAN and DelDOT’s historic bridge book, will lead the way.

Banquet
5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Just a 9-block walk from the hotel is the former Wilmington Water Works.  After paying
homage to the restored Holley triple-expansion steam pumping engine, cocktails will begin
at 7:00 p.m. followed by a lavish buffet dinner overlooking the Brandywine at the
Waterworks Café.  (Cocktails and wine with dinner are included.)

■ SUNDAY, October 17
Waterfront Walking Tour
10:00 a.m. to noon

Take in the historic waterfront with Sandy Balick, Wilmington born and bred, visiting the
Frank Furness-designed train stations, former Pusey & Jones and Harlan & Hollingsworth
shipyards, and more, with a possible stop at
the sail loft museum chronicling the build-
ing of the tall ship, Kalmar Nyckel. (Lunch
on your own.)

Rail & Mill Tour
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Shuttle departs hotel at 10:00 for a tour of
the waterpower system and bridge restora-
tion at the 18th-c. Greenbank Mill, fol-
lowed by a return to the steam era with an
excursion on the Wilmington & Western
Rail Road behind the best 4-4-0 running in
the country.  Travel through the Red Clay
Creek Valley, passing abandoned 19th-c.
industrial sites along the way, and end with
a visit to the W&W shops.  Upon return,
shuttle will depart at 2:30 for return to
hotel at 3:00. (Lunch included.)

Wilmington “Better Things for Better Living...Through Chemistry”

Recommended Reading
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City, 1830-1910. University Press of Virginia, 1974.
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Pictures from DuPont Magazine, courtesy Hagley Museum & Library




